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way, as they did not like to apply for election to those whom they
considered to be their opponents; and that it was therefore desir-
able to so relax the rigidity of our rules as to make it less humi-
liating to these countrymen of ours to rejoin the Congress. We
were also swayed in our attitude by the extreme desirability of
taking an early opportunity to heal the breach in public life that
had resulted from the split of 1907, so that the rising generation
of the country should not have to grow up under the baleful
tradition of that breach. And this was really my view of the
matter till last week, and I was prepared to do what lay in my
power to bring opinion round to it in the Congress, short, of
course, of breaking with those whose lead I have followed or
with whom I have worked all these years.
Before the Congress met at Madras in 1914, Mrs. Besant and
several others came down to discuss matters with Gokhale. Negotia-
tions with Tilak's party went on at the same time, and there was a
talk of a Round Table Conference between the Extremists and the
Moderates. All this while, Pherozeshah kept himself aloof, and
disapproved of Gokhale's talks with the leaders on the other side.
More than ever he felt convinced of the undesirability of union with
a party whose policy he condemned, and whose methods he dis-
trusted. Justification of his attitude was to come from Gokhale
himself. In the letter referred to above, outlining the reasons for the
efforts he had been making, he had at the end to confess to a bitter
sense of disillusionment:
My hope was that if we enabled the seceders by such relaxa-
tions to come in, they would, having seen the impossibility of
political action on any other lines, co-operate with us in further-
ing the programme of the Congress by present methods. That
hope, however, has now been shattered. Mr. Tilak has told
Mr. Subba Rao frankly and in unequivocal terms that though he
accepts the position laid down in what is known as the Congress
Creed, f/z., that the aim of the Congress is the attainment by
India of self-government within the empire by constitutional
means, he does not believe In the present methods of the